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# of Pledges

Total Pledged

Total Paid

$570,684

$555,815

(130)

2020 PSA
# of Pledges

Total Pledged

Total Paid

$58,431

$54,580

(70)

THANK YOU for the suppor t you have shown
during this trying time of the pandemic. Your donations
can be given electronically via our website at
www.stmarysbythesea.net by clicking the lar ge r ed
button on the right which says “DONATE NOW.” You
can also send your check directly to our Parish. Thank
you, and may God bless you during this time of trials.
321 10th Street

 Huntington Beach, Ca 92648

PASTOR: Rev. Quang Vinh Chu
WEBSITE: www.StMarysByTheSea.net
CONTACT US: (714) 536-6913, x-112  E-MAIL: StMarys.HB@gmail.com
(Notice: The Office has re-opened from Monday through Thursday, 9am-12pm & 1-5pm.
Please note that we will be closed on Fridays until further notice.)

ALL Masses will be held outside in the Courtyard.

(Monday-Saturday):

8:00 am

5:00 pm
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am Mass
12:00 pm Latin Low Mass
4:30 pm Mass
Thursday 9:00 am—3:00 pm &
Every 1st Friday 9:00 am—3:00 pm
V

M

S

Our Vision: Be my Disciples. If not you, then who…

Our Mission: St. Mary’s by the Sea, a Catholic community of faith, hope, and love, journeying together in
the spirit of stewardship, unity, and charity, embracing all in Christ under the mantle of “Our Lady.”

St. Mary’s by the Sea Catholic Church

Reflections of the Week
Reasons to Rejoice
Saint Paul seems to be throwing out a handful of
sayings that may sound overly optimistic, but are
actually very practical. “Rejoice always?” Who can
do that? It sounds absurd, but the next two lines give
it context: If we pray constantly and thank God for
all that happens to us, we have reason to rejoice.
Whatever happens is the will of God for us. Even the
bad things, things we don't like, can be allowed by
God, so that God can bring good out of them. God
allows sin because it leads to forgiveness, an
experience of God's love for us. And God allows
even death, because God can bring us to eternal life.
The next two sayings may be a little obscure.
When Paul tells us not to quench the Spirit, he
means we should be open to what the Holy Spirit
moves us to do. "Prophetic utterances" refer to
things that other people were inspired to proclaim. If
we pray constantly (1 Thessalonians 5:17) we won't
be so distracted by the things of this world that we
cannot hear the promptings of the Holy Spirit in us.
We won't be so critical of others that we miss what
the Spirit is telling us through them.
How do we know if something really is from the
Spirit? The next phrase helps with that: Test
everything. Retain what is good (1 Thessalonians
5:21). Use the scriptures, the teachings of the
Church, and your conscience to decide whether the
Spirit is moving you, or if advice you hear is
worthwhile. And most of all trust God to help with
all this because God wants us to be holy. God will
make us holy if we only allow it. Then we will be
ready for the coming of the Lord, whether through
the sacraments, the celebration of Christmas, or
God's final coming in glory. That's definitely a
reason to rejoice.
(c) J. S.Paluch Co.

T HIRD S UNDAY

OF A DVENT
Incline Thine ear to our prayers,
O Lord, we beseech Thee; and make
bright the darkness of our minds by the grace of Thy
visitation. Who livest and reignest, with God the
Father, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, world
without end. Amen.

Flowers for Decorating
Since the pandemic has recently forced us to have
Mass outdoors, we sadly won’t have our beautiful Church
to decorate this Christmas. In addition, the Knights of
Columbus will not be having their yearly sale of poinsettias.
However, regardless of where we celebrate Mass, indoors
or outdoors, we plan to make the most of it. We will still be
decorating the areas around the courtyard and would
appreciate your donations of poinsettias. Please bring them to
the Church after the 4th Sunday of Advent. Thank you!

Confessions
Monday, December 14, 2020 at 7:00 pm
(2) Priests for Individual Confessions Outdoors
in the Courtyard

 EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE 
What are you hiding behind in your life? Perhaps it is
an inordinate pride that keeps you hiding from God or an
unwillingness to depend on God in all things. Perhaps it
is a failure to pray as you should, to think before you
speak or to leave unsaid those words that hurt more than
physical blows. To aid your reflection in this regard, you
should think of yourself not necessarily as a biblical
scarlet sinner, but as a daily, dusty pink one who is afraid,
for whatever reason, to reach out and love the people you
should have, but didn’t. There’s a whole litany of these
dust particles:
The words of love you didn’t say
The comfort suppressed
The friendship left to wither
Relationships unattended
Children neglected as you pursued the better life…
for them, of course
The little white lies, the face-saving untruths
The suppression of revealing your hunger for God
If any of these pertain to you, perhaps you should
attend Confession on December 14th. Prepare for the birth
of Jesus and start anew.
*(Please Note: There will be NO Confessions on Saturday, Dec. 26 or
Saturday, Jan. 2, 2021.)

Third Sunday of Advent

Office of Faith Formation Corner

Retirement Fund for Religious

Our Universal Church and in particular our own
Parish, St. Mary’s by the Sea, celebrated our Mother’s
feast just a couple days ago. The students in our program
stood next to the life size image of our Mother as they
learned about the unique vocation she was given as
Mother of God, who was immaculately conceived in the
womb of St. Anne.
Not only children but also adults, parents and
others, came together for an evening of prayer and
reflection dedicated to her (See photo of the participants).

There will be a 2nd collection this weekend for the
Retirement Fund for Religious. Thousands of senior
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests spent
years working in Catholic schools, hospitals, and agencies
- often for little or no pay. Now, some of the religious
communities to which they belong do not have enough
savings for retirement and eldercare. Your gift to the
Retirement Fund for Religious will help provide
medications, nursing care, and more to religious in need,
with just shy of 94% of what is collected earmarked to aid
senior religious. Please give generously to those who have
given a lifetime.

Joy and challenge
can be seen in today’s
readings. Prophet Isaiah
acclaims: “I rejoice
heartily in the LORD, in
my God is the joy of my
soul.” This expression of
great jubilation is uttered
also by Mary in her Magnificat, “My spirit rejoices in
God my Savior”— the eternal and living God who was
conceived and took residence in her womb. Then, in the
Gospel, the voice of John the Baptist is heard saying: “I
am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘make
straight the way of the Lord.’”
As we prepare for the birthday and the second
coming of our Redeemer Jesus Christ, may we share in
the joy that springs from our encounter with God in the
here and now; may we find enough courage to recognize
the inner desert and crooked paths that hinder us from our
genuine desire for God Himself.

Saints & Special Observances for the Week
Monday: St. John of the Cross
Wednesday: Las Posadas begins
Sunday: Four th Sunday of Advent (12/20/20)
rd

The 3 Sunday of Advent
“Gaudete Sunday”

Many of you may have noticed how we light four
candles during Advent - one each Sunday. Three of them
in particular are purple to symbolize the prayer, penance,
and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken
during this time. The rose candle is lit on the third
Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose
vestments at Mass. Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of
rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the
midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now half
over and they are close to Christmas.
The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes
the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first
coming into the world and the anticipation of his second
coming to judge the living and the dead.

ST. MARY’S BY
THE SEA
2020

*Confessions

Monday, Dec. 14th: 7:00 pm

Christmas Vigil - December 24th
Family Vigil Masses: 4:00 & 6:00 pm

Christmas - December 25th
Midnight Mass: 12:00 am
8:00 am & 10:00 am - English
12:00 noon - Latin Tridentine Mass

The Solemnity of Mary, The Mother of God
(This is not a Holy Day of Obligation in 2021.)

Jan. 1, 2021: 8:00 am & 12:00 pm - English
10:00 am - Latin Tridentine Mass
*NO 1st Friday Adoration*

*(There will be NO Confessions on Saturday,
Dec. 26th or Saturday, January 2, 2021.)

Operating Expenses are $5,500 - $6,500 per week

December 6, 2020
Building Fund .....................................................$3,508.00
Specials .................................................................. $120.00
Regular ................................................................$6,138.00
Thank you so very much for supporting your Church
during these difficult times. God Bless you all!

321 10th Street, Huntington Beach, Ca

Let Us Pray for the Sick…
Pay Asjar
Sarah Asjar
Bette Barilla
Bonnie Barilla
Angela Bennett
Teresa Braga
Hugh Cahill
Colleen Campbell
Earline Campbell
Peggy Carrasco
George Christa
Rosemarie Clouse
Ann Costello
Johnny Costello
Dan Derieg
Vicky Derieg
Bryan Donnelly
Helen Donnelly

Al Griego
Chin Ha
Nathan Hamby
David Harris
Paul Hayes
Larry B. Henry
Diane Hoxsie
Paula Keating
Marilyn Kefalas
Roger Kunsaitis
Ernest Landell
Nam Le
Larry Lewis
Garret Loeffler
Fr. Eamon Mackin
Doris McDonald
Nina Merlino
Rosalie Ocanas

for the Deceased

&

Rose Palmer
Mary Peduzi
Diane Pham
Derek Pham
Ray Quinn
Debbie Ransom
Irene Rinehimer
Susan Rocio
Mark Scally
Janene Shepherd
Hilda Shipman
Barry Robert Snyder
Bob Spellmire
Dan Stenglein
Mary Teaze
Bernadette Vanderhorst
Andrea Wall
Maria Zelaya

those in the Armed Forces

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.

— 1 Thessalonians 5:16

Stewardship Corner

ARE

YOU READY STEWARDS…

for the coming of Christ? How will you do that
and will you be welcomed into His Kingdom?
We’ve all done and said things we’re not proud
to admit, and we’re working on righting those
wrongs in preparation of our own judgement.
But that’s only half of our sins. If we’re not
LOYAL STEWARDS and sharing of ourselves,
doing what we can to help others, then we are
not totally pleasing to God. This shutdown has
caused extreme hardships to those right here at
our Parish, and it is up to us to help them now
and with their preparations for Christmas.
Reach out to someone and offer your help with
shopping, wrapping gifts, running errands,
doctor appointments, meals, or decorating now!
These things we take for granted because we
are capable of doing them, but someone else
may not have that luxury.
If there is anything that’s more important than
helping others it’s helping with prayers as our
very own PRAYER WARRIORS have shown. Pray
for each other, our Priests, and the world to
bring an end to this virus, and make God proud
of us. Make your own pr epar ations for
Christmas now!
May God bless us, everyone. Amen

What is a Christian Steward?
“One who receives God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and
tends them in a responsible and accountable manner,
shares them in justice and love with others, and returns
them with increase to the Lord.”
(American Bishops Pastoral Letter).

December 13, 2020

This Week at St. Mary’s by the Sea
5:00 pm

Mass for the People of the Parish - Living
and Deceased

3rd Sunday of Advent, December 13
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
4:30 pm

Mass for the souls of Maria Lieu & Peter
Truong Tran (RIP)
Mass for Irene Claypool (L)
Mass for All Souls
Latin Mass for Debbie Clark (L)
Mass for the soul of Joseph Bich Nguyen (RIP)

Monday, December 14
8:00 am
5:30 pm
7-8:00 pm
7:00 pm

8:00 am
3:30 pm
5:30 pm

Mass for the soul of Robyn Schubert
Kupperberg (RIP)
Confirmation Class (til 6:30pm)
RCIA (for adults)
Confession Service (w/ 2 Pr iests)

Tuesday, December 15

Mass for Beverly Cox (L)
First Holy Communion Class Yrs. 1/2
(til 4:30pm)

Post Communion Class Levels 6-8
(til 6:30pm)

Wednesday, December 16
8:00 am

Mass for Julie Pham (L)

Thursday, December 17
8:00 am
9am-3pm

Mass for the soul of James Resurreccion
(RIP)
Adoration & Benediction

8:00 am
9:00 am

Mass for John Meis (L)
Cenacles of Life

Friday, December 18
Saturday, December 19
8:00 am
3:00 pm
5:00 pm

Mass for Nick Friendt (L)
Confessions (only until 4:00 pm)
Mass for the soul of Silvia J. Villarreal
(RIP)

4th Sunday of Advent, December 20
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
4:30 pm

Mass for the People of the Parish - Living
and Deceased
Mass for Mary Keane (L)
Mass for Tim Ransom (L)
Latin Mass for Judith Clark (L)
Mass for Danny Santucci (L)

